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Dear Requester: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 
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65 page(s) were reviewed and 49 page(s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

0 You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 







If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

b See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


A search of the indices to our central records system files at FBI Headquarters revealed that William 
LaVarre has not been the subject of an FBI investigation, however, cross-references were located wherein his name is 
mentioned in a file concerning another individual, organization, event, activity, or the like. 

In processing the cross-references, the pages considered for possible release included only those 
pages which mention him by name and any additional pages showing the context in which his name was mentioned. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 6* 


Office Memorandum 

TO : MAC, New York 


SEhf^ET 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

date: February 4, ’1958 


b6 _ 
.b7C 

r 


j' >ROM : Director, FBI 


SUBJECT: "AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 
REGIMTRATION ACT 
ID - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

DATE: 12-06-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/cs/lsg . , 

DECLASSIFf OH: 25X 3.3(1,6) ueBulet 1-24-fd. 


A’L re&rivm 

HSSSIH IS .. r • i ZZCaM 
£ SHOW OlilaKA'i'A. 



12-06-2032 


For your information, .>■illiam La Varre , editor-in- 
chief of captioned publication, ~app'eaY&iT’Tftr FIre Bureau on 
1-20-53. 


LaVarre stated that he agreed to take over the 
editorship of the "American Mercury" on the condition that 
Russel 1 Maguire, owner, would allow him a free hand as to what 
‘material would be published. LaVarre said he now finds there 
is great pressure building up for him to include various items 
in the magazine which he disapproves, such as anti-Memitic 
material. He said that the situation is such that he does 
not dare absent himself from New York City when Maguire is 
there for fear Maguire will have material published which 
LaVarre feels should not be published. LaVarre indicated 
that his contract with the publ icat ion expires d-Jl-53 and, 
although he has an option to buy the magazine at that time, 
he expressed doubt that he would be interested in the 
publication at the expiration of his contract. 

LaVarre described Maguire as a refuge for the 
"crack-pot fringe" who is in the habit of entertaining 
members of the "crack-pot fringe" when they come to New York. 
He pointed out that Maguire, who is extremely wealthy, made 
much of his money out of wildcat oil deals. According to 
LaVarre, Maguire has recently taken a keen interest in 
religion and has been attempting to portray himself as a. great 
patriot and Christian. LaVarre further said that he knows 
Maguire takes in a considerable amount of money in 
contributions from various groups, some of which is donated 
because such groups feel Maguire and the "American Mercury" 
are performing a. patriotic duty and because they desire 
wider distribution of the magazine. 
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SEj3^ET 


Letter to GAO, New York 

Re: "AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 


-On one ocean in n, accord inn 


check in the amount of 
believe that same source contributed 
He stated that Maguire has also received 

Ambassador. 


to LaMar re, 
J sent 


blC 


- -- ^ i Maguire a certified 

yrlO,OOC)ana LaVarre said he has reason to 


000 on another occasion, 
a check from the Saudi Arabia, 


LaVarre. further said that in conversation with his 
associates, Maguire has mentioned the FBI frequently in such a manner 
so as to indicate that he had a secret source of information in the 
Bureau; however, he was unable to furnish any details in this regard 
and indicated he personally did not believe Maguire had such a 
source. 


n Bufiles reflect that LaVarre was associated with the 

Commerce Department in South America during world Mar II and has 
been a writer and author for a number of years. During 1949 the 
Bureau conducted a full-field investigation of LaVarre in 
connection with his application for employment with State Department. 
This investigation did not develop any adverse information of 
a security nature. However, a number of LaVarre's associates 
declined to recommend him for Government service, describing him 
as a 'troublemaker," "financially irresponsible," and "overbearina 
and dictatorial." 


7 mi E> of -inn 


New York and Washington F ield should, during the r.nvrst> nf 

f I nn _ r\T-mi l/'iml,.---- J- --1 _1 

bl 


Sfovurini) in 

”11 HU bnz pvs-s 1 u ri n-Tj mill .>agu 1 tiYiciJty r the '' r 7Tmeri can Mercury " 
may have undertaken activities on behalf of Saudi Arabia which 
would come within the scope of the Registration Act. 



Upon completion of the invest, in at i nn .be inn nn-nHu^t. ert 


bI New York and Mashinaton Field l 


J 


1 snvuiu iPiumn 11 specific recommendation as To The 

desirability of interviewing LaVarre and/or other officials of the 
American Mercury." If New York recommends interviewing officials 
Oj captioned publication other than LaVarre, it should specify such 
officials by name and title. 



~n view of La Varre's statement to the effect 
claims to have a secret source in the FBI, New York is 
most discreet in any future contacts with Maguire. 


SE^ET 


that Maguire 
cautioned to be 




Report Form 
FD—263 (5-i2-53> 



DATE: 12-06-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/cs/lsg 
DECLASSIFY OH: 25X 3.3(1,6) 
12-06-2032 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 COMF1 




Mr- 


Reporting Office 


WAEHIHGTQM MELD 


Office of Origin 

MEy YORK 




Inveitlgatlve Period 


1/30,28,20; 2/7,14,38; 


3/0,1 0 ,11/08 


TITLE OF CASE 


‘AMERICA* HEHCUHT MAGAZINE 


Rep< 


C n* w *nt R u r 1*31 


I Typ« 

b6 

b7C • 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


REGISTRATION ACT 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


flynopaia: 



(S) 


Approved S** 01 ;; A «* nt 

in Charge 

Do not write In spaces below 

Coplea wade: 

4 — Bureau 

2 - New Tor* (87-1446}(EN) 

3 - OklaSkooaa City (Kii) 

2 - Vaahiautoa Field (97-1021) 

-- 


■MBS 



!>(>!.*••• r„’j) 
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; 1 

C v p i 


y -■ —i 






Prope^r^ir^’of FBI - This report Is loaned to you by tbo PBI,end neither It nor Its contents are to be distributed o 
the agency to which loaned. 




☆ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1056 O—30531* 








V.TO 'JV—1021 


SE^fiET 



DETAILS: AY wAaHIWCtvy, S- c._:. 


(S) 



ftn talaptonc Inquiry *1 Aaor icaa Jwcury 1 

in Jxmiary, 1358, reflected that the Chi*lstia« 
Cr iaMrti ‘ ie a religious publlcntion from Tttlaa* MahWi 
published lay Dr. BILLY JANES UAJW3IJR. 


b6 

blC 


JAJl 


c 


15tii street, N. W., 

on March 10, 13&J, 


| Catholic IafarauitioB Cen^ 
waSHlcgtoa, n. C., advleod r*L 


ftr 


» w—- — i— ■ ■ —— 

ion staxca *«, a**~, that the Oriel society is a catholic 
literary and cultural group in How York composed of pwr««M* 
vho have attended Ootiord University on scholarshipB. She 
could furniaii no Information alxnut the activities* ot thin group 
nor could sie tdaatify any of ite officers or acuter*. 



IS) 


• a - 

SE^iET 








WPTi 


£7-1021 



appeared In the Jun e, 1357, issue of 'American Merc’iry 
•lirMiM, 


I _| a Coluabia University jarofeseor, 

who voiced strong opposition te ttw ItuiUlo regiaw itt the 

03, disappeared in New York City on ! 4arch 13, 195@, and hie bg 

whereabouts are still uakoowu. b 7 c 

On Jan uary 30. .1958, Coofidemtlal Informant I 
advised that tfco | 

had on one occasion sent stAGUI%? a certified zn*e.k in th<- 
aaouat of $19,000. 3e said he had reason to believe that the 
sane source contributed $5,033 on another occasion and that 

dACOlUY ha s also received a check frou the :-audi Arabian _ 

Aaibangattor J 



- 3 - 

seMet 




X 



_Iaforutioa furaished by Confidential I a formant* 

J was made available on a strictly confidential 
basin and should not be made public except la the usual 
proceedings follosing the issuance of a subpoena. 


b2 

b7D 




In Reply , Please Refer to 

File No, 97-1031 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


Washington, d. C, 
March I 9 , 1058 


’’AMERICAN MERCURY' MAGAZINE 
REGISTRATION ACT 

INTERNAL SECURITY - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Regarding the report of Special Agent |_| 

1 dated and captioned ae above the following inf creation 
ie net forth: 

Confidential Informants ! I 

have furnished reliable information in the pant. 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Confidential Informant!_| has been contacted an 

insufficient number of times to establish his reliability * 
bat he ie in a position to lurniah information concerning 
•*Am e rican Mercury magmaine and Russell Maguire. 


Tala memorandum la loaned to you by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and neither it nor ltn contents are 
to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


f.* 

Alt (VOWttsOfr 






AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


DATE: ,12-06-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/tis/lsg 
DECLASSIFY ON: 2-5X 3.3 (1,6) 
12-06-2032 


S^ET 


DISECTOR, FBI 3/1 9/58 


SAC, WFO (87-1021) 


AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 

REGISTRATION ACT 

IS - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Enclosed herewith are four copies for the Bureau, 
tw o for New York. and two for Oklahoma City of the report of 
SA j ] dated and captioned as above; along 

with equal number of copies of letterhead memo. 

REFERENCES 


Report of SA| , dated 1/17/58, 

at trashing too, D. C., captioned DOMINICAN ACTIVITIES 
IN THE UNITED STATES - IS - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. ‘ 


Bulets to New York dated 1/24/50 and 2/4/58. 

New Tork letters to Bureau dated 1/29/58 and 2/12/58. 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


Results of the anonymous telephone Inquiry at 'American 
Mercury" Magazine were furnished wfo by New Tork letter to 
Director 1/29/58. The exact date of the inquiry, the identity 
of the Agent making the inquiry, and the pretext used, if any, 
are not known to WFO. 


The established source utilised at the 

1 

1 ha« haan out of th« and will _nnt_ Kn 

return until 3/17/58. 

b7D 

_X_ 



2 - Bureau (Ends. 8) 

2 - New Tork (97-1446) (Ends. M) (HM) 
2 - Oklahoma City (RM) (Ends. 4) 

2 - WTO 
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WTO 97*1021 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of 
Source 


Agent to 

Date whoa 

Received Furnished 


File Number 

where 

Located 





1/20/58 Bureau Instant report . 

•bl 

b2 

b6 

b7C 

WILLIAM LA VARftE, 

Sditor-in-Chief, 
'American Mercury * 

sagasin# 

(Gy request) 


^10/58 Rot indicated Instant file 

in NY let to 

Director 

2/1Z/&8 


2/28/58 Instant report 



1/5/57 Instant report 



Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and a T symbol was utilised in the report only in 
those instances wbsre the identitiee of the sources must be 
concealed* 


requested that neither his name nor 


with which he is associated be made known 


the identity of the_ 

outside the Bureau and that subpoena for informat ion furnished by 


him be directed only to any 
to him. 


and not specifical 






WFO 97-1021 



ET 


LEADS 


OKLAHOMA CITY OFFICE: 


AT TULSA, OKLAHOMA: 


(S) 




1, Will, during investigatio n of Dr. p m.Y jaots 
ffAnr.TB .«ri " Pht»Twt 1 in rrusndaJ , 


[t o " AMgrieaa swrcury 'WB u/ur ivuggJM^L. imumna 
Trar —Christian Crusade.' 1 -Ps£ 


2, Will report under above caption information 
developed during investigation of HARGIS pertinent 
to instant investigation. 


bl 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: 


(3) 


(S) 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C.: 


1. Will report results of efforts by£ 

1_ 

X 


2* Will renort results of inauiry at 


_| co ncerning efforts to further 

identify instant I 1 


3. will report any additional information obtained 
from established sources pertinent to this matter, _ 

X 


- 3 - 

se^ee 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


DATE: 12-06-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/rs/lsg 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1,6) 
12-06-2032 



DIRECTOR, FBI 3 / 28/58 

SAC, NEW YORK (97-1446) 


"AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 
REGISTRATION ACT 
IS-DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 



The NYO will, upon completion of WFO leads net forth 
in referenced WFO report of 3/19/56, consider requesting Bureau 
permission to interview WILLIAM LA VARR?,editor-in-chief of 
captioned publication, since he may have more information to 
offer than when previously interviewed at the Bureau on 1/20/58 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO ; SAC, New York (97-2446) 



Director, FBI (97-34-86) 


subject: "AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 
REGISTRATION ACT 
IS - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


DATE 



ReBulet 2/4/58. For the information of 
Oklahoma City, reBulet set out information furnished 
by William LaVarre, editor-in-chief of captioned 
publication, 1/20/58, concerning connections between 
Russell Maauire , owner of the publication, and 
I I Further reference is 

made to Washington Field letter 3/19/58 in captioned 
matter, copies of which were furnished New York and 
Oklahoma City. 


For the information of interested offices, 

LaVarre volunteered the following additional information 
during a visit to the Bureau on 3/ 2 9/58: 

LaVarre advised that Maguire is keenly interested 
in a group known as the "Christian Crusade" which operates 
at Tulsa, Oklahoma, under the leadership of Reverend 
Billy Hargis. LaVarre described Hargis as a "hillbilly 
evangelist" whose following is made up of anti-Semitics 
and "the radical right wing." According to LaVarre, the 
"Christian Crusade" has a number of radio programs in 
the Midwest and receives considerable sums of money 
to carry on its activities which, among other things, 
consist of sending propaganda balloons into Red China. 


LaVarre said that to his personal knowledge . 
Maguire has received a total of $5°,000 .from \ I 

I ()l5,000 of which Maguire has channeled into the 

"Christian Crusade." He advised that he has Photostats 
of the cashier’s checks drawn on the Riggs Bank of 
Washington, D. C., as proof of this statement. LaVarre 


l - Washington Field (97-1021) 
l - Oklahoma City (97~33) 




b6 

b7C 




SAC, New York 

Be: "American Mercury" Magazine 

97-3486 


advised that Hargis had recently visited the 
Dominican Bepublic where he was favorably received 
and entertained . LaVarre expressed the opi nion that 
Maguire ’s chief motive in his dealings with\~ 
is to promote the sale of various oil stocks wmch 
Maguire controls . He was also of the opinion that 
Maguire’s connection with the "Christian Crusade" 
is prompted by the hope that he will be able to develop 
a following in this group in which he can promote his 
various oil schemes . New York should make arrangements 
to interview LaVarre in the near future in order to 
obtain copies of the Photostats LaVarre claims to have 
rd to the money repo rtedly given to Maguire by 

Appropriate steps should 
Ts interview does not come to 


the attention of Maguire. Any inf or mat ion developed 
concerning tne Jl Cnristian Crusade" or Hargis should be 
furnished to Oklahoma City in connection with its 
current investigation of Hargis, Oklahoma City file 
97-33 • 


(MlHtt'l 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


-SA* 


Office Memorandum • 

TO SAC, NEW YORK 

FROM : ASAC WILLIAM G. SIMON 

subject: AMERICAN MERCURY MAGAZINE 

REGISTRATION ACT 


UNITED STATES GOVERNM 


DATE: 4/16/58 u — 



At 6:07 P.M., 4/16/58, Mr. Joseph A. Sizoo, Bureau, called^ t 
He referred to Bulet, 4/11/58, captioned as above in which instrue-r? 1 ? 
tions were given NYO to interview WILLIAM LAVARRE, Editor-in-Chief *’■; 1!l 
of the above magazine. ' 


He stated RUSSEL McGUIRE, owner and publisher of this 
magazine, allegedly has received money from the Dominican Republic, 
Allegedly, there is bad blood between LAVARRE and McGUIRE and LAVARRE 
claims McGUIRE has been working on behalf of the DOMINICANS 

Mr. Lavarre supposedly has checks showing payment from the 
Dominicans to McGuire. Mr. Sizoo stated, NYO was instructed to see 
LAVARRE in order to secure these checks and other information in his 
possession. 


He stated that on 4/16/58, Mr. Lavarre called Mr. Cartha D. 
De Loach, of the Bureau, and told him McGuire was attempting to dis¬ 
miss him from his position and LAVARRE stated hw was going to fight 
in order to secure completion of his contract or salary in lieu 
thereof. He stated he had contacted his attorney, ADOLPH A. BERLE 
(former Assistant Secretary of State) and that they plan to swing 
into action on 4/17/58, which will include: 

(1) The furnishing to Congressman CHARLES 0. PORTER of 
data concerning the relationship between the Dominicans and McGuire. 

(2) Subpoena records of the Riggs National Bank, which 
will show financial transactions bwtween the Dominicans and McGuire. 


Mr. Lavarre desired the Bureau to advise whether or not 
the Bureau wished him to hold off his action and the Bureau informed 
him that he should not take any steps to withhold any action which he 
desires to undertake on behalf of the Bureau. 


WGS-.MFB 


h * 15 


V-lii'L - 










$12/9? 
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Mr. Sizoo stated the purpose of this call is to strongly 
suggest that, if Mr. Lavarre has not been interviewed, as apparently 
he has not, in view of his call to the Bureau this date, Lavarrefl, 
should be contacted immediately and at least no later than the first 
thing in the morning, 4/17/58. 


I spoke with Supervisors 


and 


_concerning this matter in order that we may 

ascertain the present status of this matter and comply with 
the Bureau's desires. 


b6 

b7C 
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PLAIN TEXT 


4/17/53 


AIRTEL 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (97-3466) 


FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (97-1446) 


SUBJECT: "AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 

REGISTRATION ACT 
IS - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


4/16/58. 


ReBulet, 4/11/58, and Bu telephone call to NY, 


WILLIAM LA VARRE, Editor-in-Chief of captioned 
magazine was Interviewed at his offi ce per his request. 

W. 57th St.. NYC, on 4/17/58. by SAS I 
and 1 I 


LA VARRE stated that RUSSELL MAGUIRE, owner of 
the magazine considers himself to be the banker for what 
LA VHRRE termed all the ''screwballs and cracicpot organizations 
in the country, and as such, receives and solicits donations 
from people. LA VARRE stated that MAGUIRE, In his opinion, 
does not use his own money but uses these donations to help 
finance these "crackpot organizations.' 


b6 

b7C 


3 - Bureau (97-3486) (RM) 

1 - Norfolk (Info) (RM) 

1 - Oklaholraa City (97-33)(RM) 
1 - Washington Field (97-1021) 
1 - New York (97-1446) 



(RM) 


41 MtfMfUti* COffNNEB 


#AU,S'° , 3 * SfS 



J 



4/17/58 


AIRTEL 


NY 97-1446 


LA VARRE stated that 3 or 4 months ago he noticed 
an official Dominican Republic envelope addressed to MAGUIRE 
and sent by mistake to the magazine instead of MAGUIRE'S 
office at 500 5th Ave., NYC. L A VARRE opened t he envelope 
and found a cashiers check from l I to MAGUIRE, 

for an unrecalled amount of money. LA VARRE stated since 
then he has opened a ll the mail and found other cashiers 
checks from l \ to MAGUIRE in both plain and official 

DR envelopes. LA VARRE stated it was his opinion that 
MAGUIRE takes these checks and deposits them in one of 
his several accounts and then sends his parsonel check to 
organizations, such as the Christian Crusade, leading 
these people to believe that the money i\’as MAGUIRE'S. 

With regard to the Christian Crusade of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, LA VARRE stated it is headed by Dr. 

RT T.LY HARQTfi. a "hill billy type evangelist," and run 
by | I an advertising and promotional man who 

previously headed the promotional campaign of ORAL ROBERTS, 
a Texas faith healer and evangelist. In October or 
Nove mber. 195 7. LA VARRE advised that $10,000 was passed 
fro ml T to MAGUIRE for the Christian Crusade 

MAGUIRE inadvertently sent the cashiers check to 
Oklahoma instead of his personal check. Dr. HARGIS was 
quite upset when he learned the donation came from the 
Dominican Government and he and MAGUIRE were not on a 
friendly basis for a short white. LA VARRE declared the 
check was not returned, however, since it load been deposited 
to either HARGIS or the Christian Crusade bank account 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. LA VARRE was of opinion he does not 
believe that Dr. HARdlS knows now that the continued donations 
from MAGUIRE is actually mon ey from the Dominican Government 
but he stated he is positive 1 1 knows. 


b6 
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V17/58 


AIRTEL 


NY 97-1446 


LA VARRE stated that all the checks sent to 
MAGUIRE | have been cashiers checks drawn on 
the Riggs National Bank, Washington,D.C. 


LA VARRE advised, in his opinion, the DR 
Government is also financing the publishing of The 
Virginian a radical, extreme right-wing magazine In 
Newport, News, Va., published by a (FNU) I ~1 

LA VARRE stated this magazine was previously a small 
tract poo rly printed but has now grown into a magazine. 
He sta tedl I goes to Wellington, D. C. frequently 

to see l l and he believes this indicates that the 

magazine is financed by the DR. 


LA VARRE declared that a few days ago. 


told him that | I is suffering from sanlle 

delusions of grandeur and that is the Beason for the 
DR involvement with American magazin es and r eligious 
groups. LA VARRE did not know v.’here | [ received this 

information. 


b6 
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LA VARRE stated that some months ago, MAGUIRE 
tried to get money from Middle East representatives such 
as Turkey and Egypt but was turned down. MAGUIRE was 
allegedly going to publish an article favorable to the 
Middle East and the: jooney he attempted to solicit from the 
Turkish and Egyptian representatives would have been used 
for the publishing of reprints of this article. 


LA VARRE also claimed that he believes the 
DR Government is also financing the Constitution Party' 
a third political party formed in November. 1967. anfl 


of which MAGUIRE Is Natio nal Chairman. 
the National Committee 


Thef 


of 


LA VARRE was unable to 


- o - 




4/17/58 


AIRTEL 
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corroborate his statement of the DR Government financing 
this new party. 

It will be noted throughout the interview 
LA VARRE was vague in many of his statements and would 
go from one topic to another without explanation. The 

interview was terminated due to another appointment by b6 

LA VARRE. He stated he would have the Photo stat of b7c 

the checks showing the passage of money from| to 

MAGUIRE available Monday, 4/21/58, and other 1 

material relating to MAGUIRE. He requested this interview 

be at the Harvard Club, 27 W. 44th St., NYC, at 10:15 am. 

NYO will contact LA VARRE on 4/21/58, for above checks 
and any other information he makes available. 

Norfolk will check its files for information re 
"The Virginian and advise the Bureau. 

One copy is forwarded Oklahoma in connection 
with the current investigation of HARGIS. 
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Office Memorandum • 

ro . SAC, NY (97-1446) 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNjWfeNT 


DATE: 4/21/58 



SUBJECT: 


"AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 
REGISTRATION ACT 
IS-DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Re NY alrtel to Bureau 4/17/58. 


On 4/21/58, Mr. WILLIAM LA VARRE, Editor in Chief of 
captioned magazine, was intervi ewed at the Harvard club. P7 ml 


4*lth St 


-ffifC, Room 530, by SAs 
per his request. 


I 


LA VSRRE advised that he had been unable to locate 
the photostat ooples of the checks showing the passage of money 
from 1 to RUSSELL MAGUIRE, owner of captioned 

magazine, previously mentioned in referenced alrtel. LA VARRE 
i explained that he had searched through numerous boxes containing 
his records but has been unable to produce the above mentioned 
checks which he previously had advised would be available this date. 
LA VARRE further explained that due to illness of his wife and 
his personal problems with MAGUIRE during the intervening time 
between interviews, he had been unable to give said search his 
full attention. LA VARRE advised that he will continue the search 
for the pertinent checks and will Immediately advise the NYO when 
he has located them. 


Mr. LA VARRE stated that RUSSELL MAGUIRE maintains a 
bank account in the Irving Trust Bank, NYC (exact branch unknown) 
under the account name of either Maguire Industries or Just RUSSELL 
MAGUIRE, and two accounts in the Marine Midland Trust Co., 250 
Park Ave., NYC, under the account name of American Mereury Magazine, 
Inc. and the Russell Maguire Oil Account. 


' Concerning organizations "believed" by LA VARRE to be 
partially supported by MAGUIRE are the following according to him: 




y 


y 


R&P:EG 


1. 


"Time for Truth Press", Inc., P.0. Box 2223, Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Publishes: 

A. Don Bell Reports 

B. "Closer-Up" 

Edited by GEORGE E. DEATHERAGE 

y ??-/3 


f* 




<! t. .-id’. 


K0___INDEXED. 

JffflAUi.O _jfILtQ. 


=3 


sr. . 1 ^ 


pat — NEW YOftK 
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2. "Christian Crusade" 

Published by Christian Echoes National Ministry, Inc., 
P.0. 977, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

(President: BILLY JAMES HARQIS. D.D.) 


Concerning |_ 

vlouslv men tioned in referenced airtel', Mr. LA VARRE advised that 


1 mentioned above and pre- 


f 


and Hollywood, 
Agency. 


two advertising agencies, one ea 
California under the name of 


£ 


in jP ulaa, Oklahoma 
Advertising 


b6 

b7C 


Concerning information previously furnished by LA VARRE 
that MAGUIRE transfers funds from the American Mercury Magazine 
account to the Russell Maguire Oil Account, both accounts main¬ 
tained at the Marine Midland Trust Co., NYC, LA VARRE furnished 
the following data concerning this: 


Date 

Amount 

2/13/58 

$ 13,288.73 

2/18/58 

18,021.98 

2/19/58 

5,000.00 


39,094.66 

57,108.31 


(check #7093) 


Concerning LA VARRE's personal difficulties with RUSSELL 
MAGUIRE, mentioned above as part of the reason he did not have 
sufficient time to search his records for the photostat copies of 
| / checks to MAGUIRE, it Is to be noted that Mr. LA VARRE 

was advised that such difficulties were of interest only to him 
and that his furnishing us information was done on a voluntary 
basis on his part and that as such it quite naturally must be 
treated on a very confidential basis. Mr. LA VARRE advised that 
he understood this and that he had not in the past or would not 
in the future divulge to any unauthorized person that he had 
furnished information to the Bureau. 
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standard FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum 

to . SAC, NEW YORK 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT^ 
DATE. 4/21/58 2 

-U 4 

— . 0 


FROM : ASAC WILLIAM G. SIMON 

subject: AMERICAN MERCURY MAGAZINE 
REGISTRATION ACT 


At 4:45 P.M., 4/18/58, Mr. Joseph A. Sizoo, Bureau, 
called and stated the Director had instructed that we be cer¬ 
tain we are not jockeyed into taking sides between WILLIAM t ;8 

LAVARRE, Editor-in-Chief of the above magazine and RUSSEL - ;9 

McGUIRE, owner and publisher. — “ Fc ?0 

I told Mr. Sizoo that, after his call, 4/16/58, I had 
instructed that the interview of LAVARRE be conducted by two 
Special Agents and that the interview had been handled in that 
manner. I told him we would be alert against bdng jockeyed into 
taking sides. I thereafter spoke w ith Supervisors! I 

[ and SAs I _| 

_| The latter two are handling the interview with LAVARRE. 

I informed them of the Bureau's instructions and that they should 
do or say nothing that could give rise to the allegation that we 
are taking sides in instant matter. 
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& 19 - 1 3 


r,- • 

ur?:-. 


DA 


3/?/9f Aim 









b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 




AIRTKL 


TO: 


PROM: 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (97-3486) 

SAC, NSW YORK (97-1446) 

*’AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 

REGISTRATION ACT 

13-DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 



Re WFO letter 4/4/58 and NY airtel 4/21/58* 


On 4/25/58, Nr. WILLIAM LA VARRE, Kdi tor-in-Chief of 
captioned magazine, advised that ha had terminated hi a employment 
with the Magazine a* of the close of business 4/22/58. v He advised 
that he has not had a chance to look through all his papers, which 
are voluminous in number, due to his wife’s illness. He stated 
that he will endeavor to go through his papers shortly and will 
call the PBX if he should uncover the photostat copies of the 
checks concerning which he had previously furnished Information. 


Mr. LA VARRE was unable to give an estlamte.of .time as 




Set 



MY will endeavor through a search of other MY banks to 
locate other accounts of MAGUIRE’S or the American Mera unr ium«ib» 


-'— * ' ^ y -PDWKHJT 

3-Bureau (97-3486) RN 
1-Oklahoma City (97-33) (Info) RN 
1-Waehir^ton Field (97-1021) (Info) RM 
^ V-Mew York (97-1446) 


ORE 


jEEG 


0-9 (FU*. 12-13-56) 



F B I 


Date: 4 / 29/58 


Transmit the following in 


Airtel 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


ft* 


SAC, New York (97-1446) 

2 - Washington. Field (97-1021) 

2 - Oklahoma City (97-33) 


*From: Director, FBI (97-3486) 

"AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 

REGISTRATION ACT 

IS - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


ReBulet 4/11/58 and New York airtels 4/17/58 
and 4/21/58. , 

Pertinent information furnished by LaVarre 
has been disseminated to Internal Security Division 
of Department. New York should promptly surep 
incorporating LaVarre *s information and should closely 
follow matter to resolve whether or not LaVarre can 
substantiate his alleg ations concerning transfer of 
funds. between | \ and Maguire* All leads in be 

captioned matter and any related investigations such b7c 
as Oklahoma City*s investigation involving "Christian 
Crusade," should be expedited and results promptly 
submitted in form suitable for dissemination. Field 
should handle all inquiries in careful manner to insure 
Bureau cannot be charged with taking sides in personal 
dispute between Maguire and LaVarre. 

In view of Hague nature of LaVarre *s allegations 
concerning D ominican support of "The Virginian" and the 
Constitution Party, no active investigation is desired 
at this time concerning these charges. However, during 
course of continuing inquiries in captioned matter. Field 
should be alert for any information tending to substantiate 
these allegations . 

Keep Bureau advised of any pertinent developments 


to* If''* 

AU. WF0RMA1IQM CONTAIN \ ^ 1 ’ A j 




Sent Via 




Report Form 
FD-263 (Rev. 5-12-55) 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 
TITLE OF CASE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

C 0 N F I N T I A L 

;e I office or origin date j investigative period 

STORK pEW YORK t'/ft/fl ^/l6-l8,21,25#5/1/58 


"AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 

f 1 O' 


TYPED BY 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

REGISTRATION ACT; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 


SYNOPSIS: 


- 


h IE H 
< S Q 


WILLIAM LA VARRE, Editor in Chief of "American 
Mercury", advised 4/17/57# that three or four 
months ago, he noticed an official Dominican 
Republic envelope addressed t o Magittrk con- 

taining a cashiers check from (___( 

for an unrecalled amount of money. LA VARRE 
declared that since then he h as noticed other 
cashiers checks from | 1 to MAGUIRE In 

both plain and official Dominican Republic 
envelopes. LA VARRE advised on 4/21 and 25/58, 
that he was unable to locate Photostat copies , 
of the cashiers checks rV i#h 1 i2n i 'TTe"~ha<i thought 
_were in his possession. I 1 advlseason 4/25 /58, 


/ 





-V- 


SPECIAL AGENT 
k IN CHARGE 


pureau f97r3486) (RI^v 

1 - Norfolk (Irlfo)(RM) x'---—•*” 

3 - Oklahoma City (97-33) 

1 - Washington Field (97-102r)x... 

(Info)(RM) 

3 - New York (97-1446) ( 


m 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


Vk - 




r 


C 0 N F iN) E N T I A L 

-r--r- 


PROPERTY OF FBI.—This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
INTERVIEW REPORT 


DETAILS: 4/24/58 

/Mr, WILLIAM LA VARRE advised that he joined 
the staff of "American Mercury Magazine" on July 1, 1957 
at the specific request of RUSSELL MAGUIRE, owner of the 
magazine, and signed a one year employment contract, Mr, 

LA VARRE advised that MAGUIRE considers himself to be 
the "banker" for what LA VARRE termed all of the "screwballs" 
and "crackpot organizations" in the country and as such 
receives and solicits donations from people. LA VARRE 
advised that MAGUIRE in his opinion, did not use his 
own money, but uses the donations from other persons to 
help finance these "crackpot organizations". 

LA VARRE declared that approximately three or 
four months ago he noticed an official Dominican Republic 
envelope addressed to MAGUIRE and sent by mistake to the 
magazine Instead of MAGUIRE'S office at 500 5th Avenue, 

New York City, LA VA RRE opened the e nvelope and found 
a cashiers check from I ? to MAGUIRE for an 

unrecaliod amount of money, LA VARRE stated that since 
then he has opened all the mail seeing to the magazine and 
found other cashiers checks from ] \ to MAGUIRE in 

both plain and official Dominican Republic envelopes, 

LA VARRE stated it was his opinion that MAGUIRE takes these 
checks and deposits them in one of his several bank accounts 
and then sends his personal check to organizations such 
as the "Christian Crusade", leading these people to believe 
that the money was MAGUIRE'S. 

With regard to the "Christian Crusade" of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, LA VARRE stated It is headed b y Dr. BILLY H ARGIS, 
a "hillbilly type evangelist", and run b ^ | an 

advertising ar.d promotional man, who previously headed 
the promotional campaign of ORAL ROBERTS, a Texas faith 
healer and evangelist. In October or N ovember. 1957. LA VARRE 
advised that $10,000.00 was passed from l I to MAGUIRE 

for the "Christian Crusade" as MAGUIRE Inadvertently sent 
the cashiers check for the money to Oklahoma instead of his 
personal check. LA VARRE stated that Dr. HARGIS was quite 


Interview wit h • WILLIA M LA VARRE_File # 97-1446 

250 West 57th Street", 

o n 4/17/57 at Room 315, NYC _ Dictated: 4/18/58 


by Special Agent 


ramn 


Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and 
neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
agency to which loaned. 
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upset when he learned the donation came from the Dominican 
Government and HARGIS and MAGUIRE were not on friendly- 
terms for a short while, LA VARRE declared that to the 
best of his knowledge the check was not returned however, 
since it had been deposited to either HARGIS' or the 
"Christian Crusade" bank account In Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

LA VARRE was of the opinion that Dr. HARGIS does not know now 
that continued donations from MAGUIRE i3 actually money 
from the Dominic an Government, but he stated he is positive 
that 


]knows of thi3, 


LA VARRE de clared that all the checks sent to 
MAGUIRE by | | that he has noticed have been cashiers 

checks drawn cn the Riggs National Bank, Washington, D. C. 

LA VARRE also advised, in his opinion, the Dominican Republic 
Government is also financing the publishing of a radical 
extreme right wing magazine in Newport Hews, Virginia, called 
"The VirginiaV 1 _ la VARRE stated this magazine is published 


by (FNU) 


LA VARRE stated this magazine was 


previously a small, poorly printe d tract, 
into a full magazine. He advised l 
Washington, D. C., frequently to see[ 


but has now grown 
^koes to 
Tand he believes 


this indicates that the magazine is financed by the 
Dominican Republic Government. 


LA VARRE declared that a few rip-.-q r.c 




jis suffering 


I LU1U firm maii ___, 

from senile delusions of grandeur and that is the reason 
for the Dominican Republic Involvement with Americ an maga zines 
and religious groups. LA VARRE did not know where 
received this information. 


] 


LA VARRE stated that some months ago MAGUIRE 
tried to get money from Middle East representatives, such 
as Turkey and Egypt, but was turned down. MAGUIRE was 
allegedly going to publish an article favorable to the Middle 
East, and the money he attempted to solicit from the Turkish 
and Egyptian representatives would have been used for the 
publishing of reprints of the article. 
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LA VARRE also claimed that he believes the 
Dominican Republic Government is financing the "Constitution 
Party", a third political party formed in Novem ber. 1997. 
and of which MAGUIRE is national chairman. Th e I 1 

of t-.hp? National Committee of this new party is_ 


LA VARRE advised that he also heard. 
and date not recalled , that when I 
-a_a.qi}fflp,i the duties off 


sou rce 
1 first 


him, 

from 


introduced himself to 

for some unknown purpose. 


-jim 

and rec 


ACUiRE went to see 
elved $5000.00 


With regard to the operation of "American Mercury 
Magazine," LA VARRE stated that it was his opinion that 
MAGUIRE was utilizing the magazine 5 s subscription list to 
send out reprints of material which appeared to be anti- 
Semitic in nature. LA VARRE stated that he had received 
letters from subscribers inquiring as to whether their 
subscription to the "American Mercury Magazine" had 
placed them on a mailing list for material which was offensive 
to them. LA VARRE also advised that he believed MAGUIRE 
was using the subscription list cf the magazine to mail out 
various promotional material pertaining to MAGUIRE ! s oil 
operations in the Southwestern part of the United States. 


LA VARRE advised that he had learned that during 
the 1940's the Security Exchange Commission had barred 
MAGUIRE in the Curb Exchange from the handling or selling 
of stock due to an operation LA VARRE termed "bucket-shop". 

LA VARRE declared he had also learned the Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, Security Exchange Commission had barred MAGUIRE 
in the Curb Exchange from the handling or selling of stock 
for some unknown reason. 


LA VARRE advised that the Osterhouse Publishers, 

4500 West Broadway, Minneapolis, Minnesota, are the printers 
of these objectionable tracts which MAGUIRE sends out. LA VARRE 
stated these tracts are purported to be summations and/or 
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NY 97-1446 

reprints of articles which have appeared in the "Ainerican 
Mercury Magazine" and on the back of these tracts is a 
request to any person reading them asking for a subscription 
to the "American Mercury Magazine" for themselves and their 
friends,. 
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Cn April 21, 1958, Mr, WILLIAM LA VARRE was re- 
interviewed at the Hartford mnh. 07 Aln-h 

New York Cl tv. Ro om 530, by SAs I _land 

|per his request^ 


LA VARRE advised that he had been unable to 
locate the Photostat copies of the ch ecks showing the 
passage of money from | I to RUSSELL MAGUIRE, 

owner of captioned magazine, LA VARRE explained that 
he had searched through numerous boxes containing his 
records, but had been unable to produce the above men¬ 
tioned checks which he previously had advised would be 
available this da be. LA VARRE further explained that due 
to the illness of his wife and his personal problems with 
MAGUIRE during the intervening time between interviews, he 
had been unable to give said search his full attention. 

LA VARRE advised that he would continue the search for 
the pertinent copies of the checks and would immediately 
advise the New York Office when he had located them. 


LA VARRE stated that MAGUIRE maintains a bank ac¬ 
count in the Irving Trust Bank., New York City, under the 
account name of either Maguire Industries or just RUSSELL 
MAGUIRE, and two accounts in the Marine Midland Trust Com¬ 
pany, New York City, under the account name cf "American 
Mercury" Magazine, Incorporated, and the Russell Maguire 
Oil account. 


Concerning ! __ Imentlp ned previously 

by Mr. LA VARRE, he advised that|| two advertising 
agencies, one each in Tulsa, Oklanom a. and Hollywood. 


California, under the name of 


Advertising Agency. 


On April 25, 1958, Mr. LA VARRE was recontacted, at 
which time he stated that he had left the magazine as of 
the close of business on April 22, 1958. Mr. LA VARRE 
stated that he took this action after MAGUIRE agreed to 
put an ad in the June issue of the magazine reflecting 
that Mr. LA VARRE had terminated his duties as Editor in 
Chief. Mr. LA VARRE again advised that he had no chance 
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to look through his papers which are voluminous in number 
due to his wife’s illness. He stated that he would attempt 
to go through them shortly and would notify the New York 
Office if he was able to locate the Photostat copies of 
the checks previously mentioned, v.’hen questioned as to the 
exact number of checks that he might locate, Mr. LA VARRE 
replied, "Possibly one." 



ing the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 


-F~ 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Rejer to 
File No. 


New York, New York 

May 13, 1950 


Re: "American Mercury" Magazine 

Confidential inform ants 1 men tioned in 

the report of Special Agent I _ ], dated 

and captioned as above at New York, are informants who 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This memorandum is loaned to you by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
neither it nor its contents are to be 
distributed outside the agency to which 
loaned. 


r • . 

spin 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 


DATE: 12-06-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/rsylsg 
DECLASSIFY ON: 25X 3.3(1,6) 
12-06-2032 


SE^ET 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM .UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 5/13/50 


TO : 
PROM : 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (97-3486) 

SAC, NEW YORK (97-1446) 

"AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 
RAj IS - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

_ Enclosed herewith for th e Bureau..,,a;r.p-four copies of 
the report of Special Agent [ dated and 

an<a let terhead memoranda relating to the 
reliability of informants utilized therein* 

REFERENCES 

NY airtel 3 / 28 / 58 , 

Washington Field report of 3 A 
NY airtels 4/17,21,25/58 



Oklahoma City report of SA 
Bureau airtel to NY, 4/29/"^J7 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


4/4/58. 
4/23/58. 


tion sinc.-°?h„b 0 S?F- f t] Z l3 reP °r t ±S furnl shed WFO for informa- 
in this matter'. ° S Previously conducted investigation 

Norfolk nf??L C ? Py bhls .f eport ls beln S furnished the 

VirgSLn"^' 6 thS maSaZlne " The 

view with TA e v?Pnf inal b/Ef FD “3 ° 2 pertaining to the inter- 
3eotio“Sf this ffle? 4/l7/58> ls beln 3 maintained in the 1 A 

~ Ib "ill be noted A. A. BERLE was not a former 

Secretary °J gtg|| ^0^38!^.“ TMRB< bUt an As3lsta nt 
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Bureau (7-3486)(Enel. 8 )(rm) 

Norfolk (Enel. 2)(lnfo)(RM) 

Oklahoma City (97-33)(Enel. 6)(RM) 

“S 0 ( 9 ^?6S 97 ’ 1021)(lnfo)(8no1 - a H™) 


DRErcc 

( 10 ) 


;e^e 


SEOfeET ? 







NY 97-1446 


ADMINISTRATIVE (CONTINU ED) 

Concerning LA VARRE 1 s difficulties with RUSSELL b 6 

MAGUIRE mentioned by him as part of the reason he did not have b7c 

sufficien t time to s earch his records for the Photostat 
copies of I I checks to MAGUIRE, it is to be noted 

that LA VARRE was advised that such difficulties were of 
interest only to him and that his furnishing the FBI informa¬ 
tion was done cn a voluntary basis on his part and that as 
such, it must naturally be treated on a very confidential 
basis. Mr., LA VARRE advised that he understood this, and 
that he had not in the past or would not in the future divulge 
to any unauthorized person that he had furnished informa¬ 
tion to the Bureau. It will also be noted that Mr, LA VARRE 
stated that he did not wish his name to be kept anonymous. 

INFORMANTS 


Identity Agent to 

of Source Whom 

Furnished 


File Number 

Where 

Located 


instant report 


instant report 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilised in the report only in 
those instances where the Identities of the sources must be 
concealed. 
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NY 97-1446 


LEADS 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


At Tulsa., Oklahoma 


1, Will attempt to locate a bank account for 
"Christian Crusade" and will review account if possible for 
a deposit of five or ten thousand dollars which could be 
I I cashiers check allegedly sent direct to Dr. 

HARGIS by mistake by MAGUIRE. 


2 : Will re-interview | | for any knowledge 

he may have of this cashiers check and will also interview 
him regarding amounts and dates of checks furnished to the 
crusade by MAGUIRE, 


NEW YORK 


b6 

b7C 


At New York, New York 

1. Will check the records at Irving Trust Co., 

46th St. and Madison A ye,, to ascertai n if any checks re¬ 
ceived by MAGUIRE from l I have been deposited 

to the account which he previously maintained In thi3 bank, 

2. Will check other NY banking institutions to 
ascertain if MAGUIRE or the magazine maintains accounts with 
them. 

3. Will contemplate recontacting WILLIAM LA VARRS 
to ascertain if he has located the Photostat copy of a check 
if, within a reasonable period of time, he does not contact 
the NYO, 
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JlRECTOR, FBI (97-3466) 


/1S/^S 


SAC, NErf YORK (97-1446) 


"AMERICAN MERCURY" MAGAZINE 
RA; IS-DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


ReNYrep of SA 


5 / 13 / 5 '-! • 


The NYO has completed Its Investigation with no 
affirma tive penults npft-.aininir t-n -Li^o uncovering of ’emu- checks 

be tween | __land RUSSELL MAGUIRE for the 

benefit or '’Christian Crusade’ 1 . Recontact with ILLIAM LA VARRE 
reflects his inability to locate photostat copies of any checks. 


b6 

b7C 


The NYO will, upon con^letion of outstanding leads In 
the Oklahoma City Office, if negative, submit the results ir. a 
closing report suitable for dissemination. 


PrBureau (£. 7 - 3480 ) RM 
^-Oklahoma City (97-33) RM 
l+New York (97-1446) 
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Report Fonn 
FD-263 (5-12-55.) 


DATE: 12-06-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc baw/rs/lsg 
DECLASSIF/ ON: 25X 3.3(1,6) 
12-06-2032 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 



Investigative Period, ... 

,y f i ' 

<■■'•3 ■. > ’■ 3 3 i 3 , . I *+ ) - J 


Report made by 


.’SKiit, . • i i/T' 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 
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Property of FBI — This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 

☆ U. e. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1966 O-386310 


SECRET 





























( 


. 

1. 5/16/58 Original FD 302 of interview with Villi*, La Varre, on 4/17/58. BMS 
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1. 5/16/58 Original FD 302 of interview vdth Vi.llia, La Varre, on 4/17/58. BMS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
INTERVIEW REPORT 


3/3 /19 


4 / 24/58 

Mr. WILLIAM LA VARRE advised that he Joined 
the staff of "American Mercury Magazine" on July 1, 1957 
at the specific request of RUSSELL MAGUIRE, owner of the 
magazine, and signed a one year employment contract. Mr. 

LA VARRE advised that MAGUIRE consider^-thlmself to be 
the "banker" for what LA VARRE termed/of the "screwballs" 
and "crackpot organizations" in the country and as such 
receives and solicits donations from people. LA VARRE 
advised that MAGUIRE, in his opinion, did not use his 
own money, but uses the donations from other persons to 
help finance these "crackpot organizations". 

LA VARRE declared that approximately three or 
four months ago he noticed an official Dominican Republio 
envelope addressed to MAGUIRE and sent by mistake to the 
magazine instead of MAGUIRE’S office at 500 5th Avenue, 

New York City. LA VA RRE opened the e nvelope and found 
a cashiers check from I I to MAGUIRE for an 

unrecalled amount of money. LA VARRE stated that since 
then he has opened all the mail going to the magazine and 
found other cashiers checks from | I to MAGUIRE in 

both plain and official Dominican Republic envelopes. 

LA VARRE stated it was his opinion that MAGUIRE takes these 
checks and deposits them in one of his several bank accounts 
and then sends his personal check to organizations such 
as the "Christian Crusade", leading these people to believe 
that the money was MAGUIRE'S. 

With regard to the "Christian Crusade" of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, LA VARRE stated it is headed by Dr. BILLY H ARGIS, 
a "hillbilly type evangelist", and run by | I an 

advertising and promotional man, who previously headed 
the promotional campaign of ORAL ROBERTS, a Texas faith 
healer and evangelist. In October or N ovember, 1957* LA VARRE 
advised that $10,000.00 was passed from ! | to MAGUIRE 

for the "Christian Crusade" as MAGUIRE Inadvertently senfi& 
the cashiers check for the money to Oklahoma Instead of his 
personal check. LA VARRE stated that Dr. HARGIS was quite 


Interview with 


WILLIAM LA VARRE 


File # 


97-1446 


4/17/57 


at 


by Special Agent 


250 West 57th Street, 

Room 315, NYC _ 

---_ 


Dictated: 4/18/58 
_ 
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Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
agency to which loaned. 




